
significant differences were observed on measures of de-
mographic characteristics, forensic findings, or cognitive per-
formance between those who answered “President” or gave
a different incorrect answer. Representation of African Amer-
icans among those who answered “President” (45%), was nu-
merically higher than among those who gave other incorrect
answers (19%; p.0.1).

Despite limitations, these results suggest that the change in
answers given after President Obama’s election reflects (post-
encoding) distortion. Such a finding implicates social stereo-
typing as relevant to memory distortion (6), with potential
consequences for collective memory (7). For example, individ-
uals who believe that Dr. King could have been Presidentmight
bemore likely to promulgate or accept views that overestimate
the historical access to political power available to minorities
in the United States. In this context, these results highlight the
potential importance of more subtle but pervasive distortions
of individual and collective memory that is caused by predom-
inant stereotypes and allows status quo views of history to be
promulgated with little question.
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FIGURE 1. The Frequency of the Response “President” to
the Question “Who was Martin Luther King Jr.?”a
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a Shown as a percent of all incorrect responses from January 1, 2008,
through December 31, 2009. The date of the election of Barack
Obama is indicated with a dotted line.
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