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ABPN PROGRAMS PROMOTE INNOVATIVE
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

by Larry R. Faulkner, M.D.

ABPN President and CEO
While the ABPN’s main mission is to develop and provide

validandreliableprocedures forcertificationandmaintenance
of certification (MOC), this can only be accomplished through
innovative psychiatry and neurology education and research.
ABPN’s certification and MOC programs are meaningless
without well trained psychiatrists and neurologists to par-
ticipate in them or if those programs are not designed in a
manner that promotes and documents the most important
aspects of physician competence and lifelong learning. In-
novative education is not only crucial to ensuring that psy-
chiatrists and neurologists are trained during residency to
provide effective and efficient care to their patients but also
to ensuring that their lifelong learning efforts are relevant
and meaningful. Innovative research is needed to understand
which aspects of the ABPN certification process are most
important todocumentingthecompetenceofpsychiatrists and
neurologists and which parts of the ABPNMOC program are
most important to promoting effective lifelong learning.

The ABPN is also aware that academic departments of psy-
chiatry and neurology are undermore pressure than ever before
to provide increased clinical services and that it is often difficult
forclinicalfacultytofindtimeintheirbusyschedulesforthetypes
of education and research initiatives most needed by the ABPN.
In an attempt to meet its needs for innovative education and
researcheffortsandtoprovideameasureofsupport foracademic
faculty, the ABPN has recently started two new programs.

ABPN Faculty Innovation in Education Award Program
Starting in 2014, the ABPN began to support the develop-
ment of innovative education and/or evaluation projects that
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promote effective residency/fellowship training or lifelong
learning of practicing psychiatrists and neurologists. Each year,
a selectioncommitteecomposedofcurrentABPNDirectorsand
psychiatry and neurology department chairs and training di-
rectors selects up to two psychiatry and two neurology faculty
awardees fromthosewhoapply.Awardeesreceiveupto$50,000
per year for two years and commit at least 25% of their time to
their education or evaluation projects.

More detail concerning the awardees is provided else-
where in this report, but it is important to note that the twelve
selected so far have come from different academic departments
in all regions of the country. Awardees’ projects have covered a
range of topics important not only to the ABPNbut to the broad
fields of psychiatry and neurology education and evaluation,
including improving clinical skills evaluations; digital recording
to promote interviewing skills; quality improvement strategies
to facilitate evidence-based practice; on-line curriculum to im-
proveunderstandingof tobaccousedisorders;wearable devices
for remote evaluations of resident interviews; assessment and
improvement in professionalism among practicing physicians;
improving resident attitudes toward patients with comorbid
serious mental disorders and substance use disorders; moti-
vational interviewing toenhancecareofpatientswith substance
use disorders; simulated patients to evaluate communication
and interpersonal skills; identification of social determinants
contributing to mental illnesses and disparities in care; and
competency-based assessments for residency milestones.

Many, if not most, of the projects supported to date have
implications for the education and/or evaluation of both
psychiatrists and neurologists. Follow-up will be done to
determine the effects that projects have had not only on their
departments of origin but more broadly as well.

ABPN Research Award Program
Beginning in 2016, the ABPN will solicit proposals from
psychiatryandneurology faculty for researchprojects related
to certification and/or MOC. It is hoped that these research
projects will help the ABPN understand the strengths and
weaknesses of its current certification and MOC processes
and suggest where improvements might be made. Each year,
a selection committee composed of current ABPN Directors
and nominees from academic departments of psychiatry and
neurologywill select up to two psychiatry and two neurology
awardees from those who apply. Awardees will receive up
to $100,000 and their projects may take up to two years to
complete.

The ABPN believes strongly that it must collaborate with
academic departments of psychiatry and neurology and sup-
port the work of their talented faculty to ensure that can-
didates for certification receive the best education possible,
that practicing psychiatrists and neurologists participate in
effective lifelong learning, and that relevant research findings
are available to guide ABPN programs for certification and
MOC. The ABPN hopes that the two special educational and
research programs described here will help achieve those
important goals.

FACULTY INNOVATION IN EDUCATION AWARD
SUPPORTS EDUCATION AND EVALUATION
PROJECTS FROM ABPN DIPLOMATES

In November 2015, the ABPN announced the recipients of
the 2016–17 ABPN Faculty Innovation in Education Award.
Theaward supports thedevelopmentof innovative education
and/or evaluation projects that promote effective residency/
fellowship training or lifelong learning of practicing psychi-
atrists and neurologists. Each year, the selection committee
chooses up to two psychiatry and two neurology fellows for
the two-year fellowship. “I continue to be impressed with the
quality of the applications we have received for this award,”
saidLarryR. Faulkner,MD,ABPNPresident andCEO. “These
projects have implications for education not only in psychiatry
and neurology but in other medical specialties as well.”

The 2016–17 recipients are:

Augusto Miravalle, M.D.
Dr. Miravalle is an Associate Professor of Neurology and Vice
Chair of Education, Department of Neurology, University of
Colorado School of Medicine. His project will focus on the
development of a competency-based assessment program for
residency programs that maps assessment tools to the neu-
rology Milestones.

Ruth Shim, M.D., M.P.H.
Dr. Shim is Vice Chair for Education and Faculty Develop-
ment in theDepartment of Psychiatry at LenoxHill Hospital,
North Shore-Long Island Jewish (LIJ)Health System and an
Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry at Hofstra North
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine. Her project will involve edu-
cating psychiatrists to identify the role of social determinants
that contribute to mental illnesses and disparities and
providing themwith essential tools to effect change in their
patients and communities.

Jonathan H. Smith, M.D.
Dr. Smith is an Assistant Professor of Neurology and Adult
Residency Program Director, Department of Neurology,
University of Kentucky College of Medicine. His project will
explore the use of unannounced simulated patients to eval-
uate neurology residents’ communication and interpersonal
skills.

Shilpa Srinivasan, M.D.
Dr. Srinivasan is an Associate Professor of Clinical Psy-
chiatry and Associate Director of Geriatric Psychiatry Fellow-
ship Training, Department of Neuropsychiatry and Behavioral
Science, University of South Carolina School of Medicine.
Shewill develop and implement an online curriculum to train
psychiatry residents in motivational interviewing to enhance
the care of patients with substance use disorders.

Last year’s recipients of the 2015–16Faculty Innovation in
Education Award, who are currently midway into their two-
year fellowship, include:
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Jonathan Avery, M.D.
Dr. Avery is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Department
of Psychiatry, Weill Cornell Medical College. His project fo-
cuses on understanding psychiatry residents’ attitudes toward
individuals diagnosed with comorbid serious mental illness
and substance use disorders and developing interventions to
improve these attitudes.

Andrea Leep, M.D.
Dr. Leep is anAssistant Professor ofNeurology, Department of
Neurology,MayoClinic.Thegoalsofherproject are todevelop
a conceptual framework for the assessment and continuous
improvement of professionalism among practicing physi-
cians and to propose a model for incorporating profession-
alism into maintenance of certification (MOC) programs.

Andrew M. Southerland, M.D., M.Sc.
Dr. Southerland is an Assistant Professor of Neurology and
PublicHealthSciences,Department ofNeurology,University
of Virginia School of Medicine. He is assessing the feasibility
and reliability ofmobile telemedicine usingwearable devices
for remote evaluation of neurology resident patient exami-
nations compared with face-to-face observation.

Jill Williams, M.D.
Dr. Williams is a Professor of Psychiatry, Department of
Psychiatry, Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School.
Her project involves development and testing of an on-line
curriculumon tobacco use disorders for psychiatry residents.

The Faculty Innovation in Education Award Committee,
chaired by Robert Golden, MD, includes Drs. Allison
Brashear, Deborah Cowley, Steven Epstein, Laurie Gutmann,
Ralph Józefowicz, Jaffar Khan, and Kailie Shaw.

2015 COMPUTERANDORAL EXAMINATIONRESULTS

The ABPN administered 22 computer-based specialty and
subspecialty certification and maintenance of certification
(MOC) examinations in 2015 (Table 1). In addition, 32 com-
bined MOC examinations were administered to 370 ABPN
diplomates. About 7,550 ABPN computer-based examina-
tions were administered at Pearson VUE testing centers.

The maintenance of certification examination in Neuro-
developmental Disabilities was administered to two ABPN
diplomates andnineAmericanBoardofPediatrics diplomates.

Two additional subspecialty examinations and two addi-
tional subspecialty maintenance of certification examinations
were administered by other ABMS boards. The American Board
of Anesthesiology administered the certification and MOC
Pain Medicine examinations; 20 ABPN diplomates sat for certi-
fication, and 16 sat for MOC. The American Board of Internal
Medicine administered the Sleep Medicine certification ex-
amination and the first MOC Sleep Medicine examination;
133 ABPN diplomates sat for certification, and two sat forMOC.

The last two Psychiatry oral examinations were held in
Denver, CO and Portland, OR. The Child and Adolescent

Psychiatry oral examination was held in Baltimore, MD.
A total of 174 candidates took the oral examinations.

NEW FEATURES OF THE ABPN SPECIALTY
CERTIFICATION EXAMINATIONS

The ABPN successfully developed and administered exami-
nations for certification in psychiatry, neurology and neurology
withspecialqualification inchildneurology in2015.TheseABPN
certification examinations are mature medical certification ex-
aminations and continue to have high measurement qualities.

The 2015 ABPN specialty certification examinations included
several new features. To reduce the possible effects of rushing
by examinees and, at the same time, to make the examinations
more efficient, the number of items for the psychiatry certifi-
cation examinationwas reduced from 500 to 480. For neurology
and child neurology certification examinations, the number of
itemswas reduced from 420 to 400. This reduction in test length
did not affect psychometric quality and results showed that the
overall test reliability for these examinations continued to be at
the very highest level for medical certification examinations.

2015 was the first year of the three-year transition from
DSM-IV to DSM-5 terminology for the ABPN examinations.
To prepare for this transition, the ABPN certification ex-
amination test development committees and staff painstak-
ingly searched all the DSM-IV terminology in every test
question in the entire item bank and identified the best
corresponding DSM-5 terminology. In the 2015 ABPN specialty
certification examinations, both DSM-IV and DSM-5 terminol-
ogies were presented. The DSM-5 terminologies were listed
adjacenttothecorrespondingDSM-IVterminologiesthroughout
the examinations. Our intentionwas tominimize the effects of
knowledge ofDSMterminology on the examinees’ test results.
The posttest feedback suggested that this conversion ap-
proach was well received by examinees. This dual-listing ap-
proachwill continue in the2016examinations. Starting in2017,
all ABPN examinations will use only DSM-5 terminology.

The ABPN specialty certification examinations are also
experiencing significant content restructuring. In 2015, the
Boardapprovednewcontent specifications for all the specialty
certification examinations to be effective with the 2017 ex-
aminations. The new content specifications will be disease
or disorder oriented. Most test questions will address certain
aspects of specific diseases and the clinical approach to the
diseases. The intent of this design is to further emphasize the
clinical application and the core medical competencies on
the examinations. This change is a major undertaking. Con-
sequently, the test development committees have beenheavily
engaged in content design, test development process modifi-
cation, and item bank review and restructuring.

ABPN COLLABORATES WITH SINGAPORE GROUP TO
DEVELOP PSYCHIATRY CERTIFICATION EXAMINATIONS

The ABPN has engaged in a ten-year collaborative arrange-
ment with the Ministry of Health, Singapore, through the

Am J Psychiatry 173:8, August 2016 ajp.psychiatryonline.org 847

APA OFFICIAL ACTIONS

http://ajp.psychiatryonline.org


ABMS Singapore, LLC, to jointly develop postgraduate ex-
aminations for psychiatrists in Singapore. The assessment
process developed under this collaboration is specifically
designed for the Singapore health care system and to operate
within that specific context. ThearrangementallowsSingapore
to share ABPN’s expertise in certification for psychiatry and
neurology to implement its system of medical certification and
to incorporate elements of the US medical certification model.

To ensure the Singapore psychiatry examinations are
equal to ABPN standards, the ABPN established a special
nine-member International Examination Committee (IEC)
to work with the eight-member Singapore Workgroup. The
IEC is chaired by Dr. George Keepers with vice chairs of

Dr. Beth Ann Brooks for the psychiatry subgroup and
Dr. Michael Aminoff for the neurology subgroup.

The Singapore psychiatry examination development pro-
cess was designed in a joint effort between the Singapore
Workgroup and the IEC. Every year, psychiatrists and
neurologists in the IEC write new items specifically for
the Singapore examinations and review the items written by
both the IEC and the Singapore Workgroup. At the end of
the development process, the IEC chair and ABPN officials
meet with the Singapore Workgroup at the test assembly
meeting to review and approve the final examination.

This joint project started in 2012 when the ABPN pro-
posed the examination content specifications to the Singapore

TABLE 1. 2015 Computer and Oral Examination Results

Examination Type Examination Number Passing Number of Candidates Percent Passing

Part II Psychiatry 52 97 54%
Certification Psychiatry Certification 1438 1751 82%
Certification Neurology Certification 689 849 81%
Certification Child Neurology Certification 103 162 64%
Subspecialty Child and Adolescent Psychiatry-Computer 18 48 38%
Subspecialty Child and Adolescent Psychiatry-Oral 57 77 74%
Subspecialty Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Certification 465 547 85%
Subspecialty Clinical Neurophysiology 269 320 84%
Subspecialty Forensic Psychiatry 130 145 90%
Subspecialty Neurodevelopmental Disabilities 5 6 83%
Subspecialty Pain Medicine* 19 20 95%
Subspecialty Psychosomatic Medicine 140 169 83%
Subspecialty Sleep Medicine* 104 133 78%
MOC Psychiatry 1424 1444 99%
MOC Neurology 682 696 98%
MOC Child Neurology 65 66 98%
MOC Addiction Psychiatry 54 62 87%
MOC Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 261 265 98%
MOC Clinical Neurophysiology (General, EEG, EMG) 112 118 95%
MOC Forensic Psychiatry 90 100 90%
MOC Geriatric Psychiatry 110 116 95%
MOC Neurodevelopmental Disabilities* 3 3 100%
MOC Pain Medicine* 14 16 88%
MOC Psychosomatic Medicine 186 205 91%
MOC Sleep Medicine* 2 2 100%
MOC Vascular Neurology 127 135 94%

*ABPN only.

ABPN Diplomates With Time-Limited Certificates Who Maintain Certification

Specialty/Subspecialty
Diplomates with

Time-Limited Certificates Number Recertified
Percent Recertified as of

12/31/2015

Child Neurology 554 497 90%
Neurology 4,588 4,078 89%
Psychiatry 12,063 10,035 83%
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry** 2,060 1,683 82%
Addiction Psychiatry 1,895 946 50%
Clinical Neurophysiology 1,630 972 60%
Forensic Psychiatry 1,594 917 58%
Geriatric Psychiatry 2,699 1,492 55%
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities* 55 24 44%
Pain Medicine* 184 89 48%
Psychosomatic Medicine 419 182 43%
Vascular Neurology 240 124 52%

*ABPN diplomates only.
**Not required to maintain psychiatry certification.
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Workgroup.Thecontent proposalmirrored theblueprint and
outlines of the ABPNpsychiatry certification examinations.The
firstSingaporepsychiatryexaminationwasdevelopedin2013and
administered in August 2014. Three examinees took this in-
augural computer-delivered examination. The second exami-
nation was developed in 2014 and administered in August 2015
to ten examinees. The 2016 examination was approved by the
Singapore Workgroup at the test assembly meeting in early
December 2015 and will be administered on August 6, 2016.

The experiences and the quality of the products in this
process suggest that this unique dual-committee approach
and the collaboration between the professionals of the two
countries were both effective and successful.

ABPN HOSTS FINAL ADULT PSYCHIATRY PART II
EXAMINATION

The final adult psychiatry Part II examination was held on
September 25–26, 2015, in Portland, Oregon. The examina-
tion took place at the Department of Psychiatry, Oregon
Health and Science University and was hosted by Chairman
Dr. George Keepers. Approximately 40 candidates and 25 ex-
aminers participated, and the team leaders were Drs. Kailie
Shaw and Robert Guynn.

Thank you to all of the examiners, host sites, and volunteer
patients over the years.

AMBASSADORS COMMUNICATE MOC AND
LIFELONG LEARNING MESSAGES TO SPECIALTY
AND SUBSPECIALTY GROUPS

The ABPN has benefited from the work of more than 40
trained volunteer diplomates in 2015 who communicate a
consistent positive message about MOC and lifelong learning
to professional organizations, group practice settings and
other groups.

Thank you to the following psychiatrists and neurologists:

Psychiatry Ambassadors

Carol A. Bernstein, M.D.
James Kevin Boehnlein, M.D.
Melissa Beth Buboltz, M.D.
Josepha A. Cheong, M.D.
Barbara Bianca Lubrano Di Ciccone, M.D.
Kristen Marie Dunaway, M.D.
Steven Alan Epstein, M.D.
Richard Lesesne Frierson, M.D.
Rita Rozanne Hargrave, M.D.
Christopher Lee Lange, M.D.
Mary Wei-Chin Lu, M.D.
Gail Helen Manos, M.D.
Annette Matthews, M.D.
Elinore Frances McCance-Katz, M.D., Ph.D.
Aida Mihajlovic, M.D.
Sahana Misra, M.D.

Jonathan Edward Morris, M.D., M.P.H.
Donna Marie Schwartz-Watts, M.D.
Sandra Griffin Bishop Sexson, M.D.
G. Richard Smith, Jr., M.D.
Susan Jorve Stagno, M.D.
Marcia Lynn Verduin, M.D.
Arthur Christopher Walaszek, M.D.
Mitzi Lynn Wasserstein, M.D.
Linda Lee Morrison Worley, M.D.

Neurology Ambassadors

Harold P. Adams, Jr. M.D.
José Biller, M.D.
Stephen Robert Conway, M.D.
Patricia K. Crumrine, M.D.
Charles Curtis Flippen, II, M.D.
Nathan Benjamin Fountain, M.D.
Nestor Galvez-Jimenez, M.D.
Linda A. Hershey, M.D.
Aatif Mairaj Husain, M.D.
Michael V. Johnston, M.D.
John Collins Kincaid, M.D.
Brett Mancos Kissela, M.D.
Robert Mark Pascuzzi, M.D.
Marc Clayton Patterson, M.D., M.B.B.S.
Philip L. Pearl, M.D.
Patricia Ellen Penovich, M.D.
Alan K. Percy, M.D.
Mark Alfred Ross, M.D.
Benn Eugene Smith, M.D.
William Harold Theodore, M.D.

2015 CRUCIAL ISSUES FORUM FOCUSED ON
RESIDENT COMPETENCE REQUIREMENTS

The 2015 Crucial Issues Forum, organized by the ABPN, was
held onMay 3–4, 2015, in Chicago. The goal of this forumwas
for ABPN Directors to gain insight and receive feedback
from educational leaders on several issues related to resident
competence requirements in psychiatry, neurology, and child
neurology. Themeetingwas chaired byDr. AnnTilton, ABPN
Chair, andrepresentatives fromseveralpsychiatry,neurology,
and child neurology organizations participated, including
eight residents/fellows, as well as ABPN directors and senior
staff.

Four plenary speakers led off the forum. Dr. Larry
Faulkner (ABPN) provided the ABPN’s perspective on res-
ident competence, and Drs. Jo Buyske (American Board of
Surgery), Furman McDonald (American Board of Internal
Medicine), andDavidNichols (AmericanBoardofPediatrics)
provided insights from their respective specialty boards.

Small group discussions were held centering on three
specific questions, and there was opportunity for informal
exchange among the attendees. The discussion questions
included:
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• What should be the ABPN goals and requirements for
general medicine experiences during residency training?

• Should the ABPN change the content and/or process of
clinical skills evaluations?

• What should be the ABPN goals and requirements for
neurology for psychiatry residents and psychiatry for
neurology residents?

Summary
It was the consensus of the ABPN directors that the forum
providedanopportunity forkeyeducational leaders inpsychiatry
and neurology to participate in in-depth discussions about resi-
dent competence. The ABPN plans to survey practicing psy-
chiatrists and neurologists to gain their perspectives on these
issues. More information on the 2015 Crucial Issues Forum is
available in a separate publication on the ABPN website.

REFLECTIONS FROM THE SPRING 2015 SENIOR
RESIDENT ADMINISTRATIVE FELLOW

by Zubair Ahmed, M.D.

Headache and Pain Fellow, Neurology, University of Utah
School of Medicine

I had the distinct privilege of spending threemonths at the
ABPN as part of an administrative fellowship. As with most
residents Ihadavery limitedunderstandingof the functionof
the ABPN. At the end of this fellowship I gained an appre-
ciation of thewide spectrumof responsibilities the ABPNhas
beyond certifying physicians, from the administration of oral
examinations to evaluating combined residency training
programs. Inaddition,my fellowshipcameat averyopportune
moment as I was exposed to the various perspectives on the
MOC debate.

My expectations were clear from the outset and included
learning about the responsibilities of the ABPN as a whole,
and in particular the fiduciary responsibilities of the board of
directors. I also had scheduledmeetings with the senior staff
to gain an in-depth understanding of their responsibilities
which allowed the ABPN to function on a day-to-day basis.
Finally, I completed a research project, specific to my area of
interest, evaluating thecurrent stateofheadacheeducation in
adult neurology residency programs by surveying neurology
programdirectorsandchief residents. I gaveapresentation to
the senior staff onmyfindings and submitted the article to the
AAN for publication.

Almost a third of the fellowship was spent traveling as I
attended the annual neurology and psychiatry meetings, RRC
meetings,andABPNpolicymeeting.Igainedanappreciationfor
therole that theABPNplays inadvancingeducationthroughnot
only the crucial issues forum but also by encouraging junior
faculty through their research grants and initiatives.

The fellowshipgaveme theopportunity tomeetwith some
of the most influential academicians in neurology and psy-
chiatry. I spent a day at the AAN in Minneapolis learning
about their different sections and how they work together to

provide the resources theydo for theirmembers. I alsovisited
various neurology residency programs and had discussions
with chairmen and program directors to obtain a better in-
sight into their organizational structure and function and the
various factors that influenced their career path.

The value of this fellowship lay in its immersion into
all things administration. It gave me an appreciation of the
multidimensional responsibilities of theABPNwhile opening
my eyes to some of the most crucial issues affecting our field
and an insight on how to approach some of these challenges.
More than anything else, my time at the ABPN and my in-
teraction with the leaders in neurology and psychiatry has
givenmehope thatwe canfindourway through the pressured
maze of bureaucracy and increasing scrutiny to an era where
we will be able to provide the best care for our patients while
seamlessly documenting the quality of our work. I am opti-
mistic that our future is in our hands and that our collective
effort will be crucial to effectuate the outcomes we desire.

OBSERVATIONS FROM THE FALL 2015 SENIOR
RESIDENT ADMINISTRATIVE FELLOW

by Sarah O’Shea, M.D.

Neurology Resident, University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics
I had the honor and pleasure of participating in the

American Board of Psychiatry andNeurology Administrative
Fellowship during the Fall of 2015. Prior to commencing
the fellowship, I was not aware of the organization and func-
tion of the ABPN as well as the ABPN’s interactions with
many other national organizations. After I completed the
fellowship in November 2015, I had a great understanding
about the goals and organization of the ABPN.

The fellowship included weekly seminars with the ABPN
Senior Staff and Dr. Faulkner as well as meetings and con-
ferences in various subspecialities in psychiatry and neu-
rology. Specifically, I had the opportunity to attend the ABPN
Fall Policy Meeting, meetings at the American Psychiatric
Association andAmericanAcademyofNeurology, aswell as
psychiatry andneurology professional organization annual
meetings, where I had the honor of meeting many leaders
in both of these specialties.

Research was also another major component. Under the
guidance of Dr. Faulkner and the senior staff, I was able to
develop two research projects. I investigated the attitudes
and interest of movement disorders faculty in pursuing ac-
creditation and certification of the subspecialty. The second
research project involved investigating the attitudes of psy-
chiatry and neurology diplomates about their primary care
education during their years of respective residency training.
These research projects allowed me to explore my academic
interests in depth aswell as learn about research in education
in psychiatry and neurology.

This fellowship opportunity gave me first-hand experi-
encewith administrationwithin the ABPN. I have developed
an understanding of the organization and goals of the ABPN,
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the importance of lifelong learning and maintenance of certi-
fication, and the interactions between various academic orga-
nizations and boards. More importantly, this unique fellowship
helped me develop my leadership skills and exposed me to an
aspect of medicine that is not often explored during residency
training. The lessons that I learned will be carried with me for
the rest of my academic neurology career. I am very grateful I
had the opportunity to participate in this fellowship.

AWARDS AND HONORS

Current and formermembers of theABPNBoardofDirectors
received several awards in 2015.

JoanAnzia,M.D., ABPNdirector, received an award from
NorthwesternUniversity’sMcGawMedicalCenterGraduate
Medical Education Committee for improving mental health
and wellness resources for its 1200 residents and fellows.

Allison Brashear, M.D., ABPN director, was named the
2015JohnB.Penney, Jr,MemorialLecturer inJanuary2015by
Massachusetts General Hospital Department of Neurology.

Patricia Crumrine, M.D., former ABPN director, was
awarded a CNS Lifetime Achievement Award by the Child
Neurology Society in October 2015.

Robert N. Golden, M.D., ABPN director, was elected to
the Board of Directors of the Association of AcademicHealth
Centers (AAHC) this past year, and also became the Second
Vice President of the American College of Psychiatrists.

ParamjitJoshi,M.D., ABPNdirector, received the2015 IAPA
Outstanding Academician Award for outstanding contributions
in research, clinical care and dedication to the Indo-American
Psychiatric Association in May 2015. Dr. Joshi was also
awarded Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Psy-
chiatric Association.

Jeffrey Lyness, M.D., ABPN director, received a Special
Commendation for Excellence in Second-Year Teaching
from the University of Rochester School of Medicine & Den-
tistry Class of 2017 in September.

2015 PUBLICATIONS

Several articles featuring theABPNand its BoardofDirectors
appeared in publications throughout 2015 (1–2) Assessment
of Clinical Skills in Psychiatry and Neurology:

1. Perspectives of Training ProgramDirectors andTrainees
byD.Juul,B.Brooks,R.Józefowicz,M.Jibson,L.Faulkner,
Journal of Graduate Medical Education, July 2015.

2. Article in connection with International Meeting of the
West Syndrome Foundation presentation on Infantile
Spasms: Variations in Therapies by J. Bodensteiner, ABC
Health (Spanish publication), November 2015.

2015 PRESENTATIONS

Throughout 2015, ABPN Directors, staff and MOC Ambas-
sadors contributed their knowledge of both the psychiatry and
neurology specialties and subspecialties and the importance

of certification and maintenance of certification by engaging
in presentations to various groups.

February

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists and Neurologists, presented by J. Lyness to Genesee
Valley Psychiatric Association, Rochester Academy of
Medicine, February 2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists and Neurologists, presented by L. Faulkner to the
Hawaii Psychiatric Medical Association, February 2015.

ABPN Informational Session on MOC, presented by J. Clay
Goodman to AAN Breakthroughs in Neurology Confer-
ence, February 2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists andNeurologists, presentedbyMaryLu,MD,Nevada
Psychiatric Association, February 2015.

March

Update on Maintenance of Certification in Geriatric Psy-
chiatry, presented by J. Lyness and D. Sewell, American
Association for Geriatric Psychiatry Annual Meeting,
March 2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists and Neurologists, presented by J. Morris, Psychia-
trists of Guam, March 2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists andNeurologists, presentedbyB. Schneidman, Puget
Sound Veterans Administration Health Care System –

residents, March 2015.
How to Develop Video-Based Content for Computer-Based

Examinations: Experiences and Lessons, presented by
L. Shen and L. Benwitz to Association of Test Publishers
Annual Meeting, March 2015.

ABPN Update, presented by L. Faulkner, American Associ-
ation of Directors of Psychiatric Residency Training An-
nual Meeting, March 2015.

April

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists and Neurologists, presented by S. Epstein, Psychi-
atric Society of Westchester County, April 2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychiatrists
and Neurologists, presented by L. Faulkner, American
Academy of Neurology Annual Meeting, April 2015.

Comparing Maintenance of Certification and Certification
Examinations, presented by L. Shen and D. Juul at the
American Educational Research Association Annual Meet-
ing, April 2015.

May

The ABPNMOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychiatrists
and Neurologists, presented by L. Faulkner, American
Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2015.

Am J Psychiatry 173:8, August 2016 ajp.psychiatryonline.org 851

APA OFFICIAL ACTIONS

http://ajp.psychiatryonline.org


TheABPNPerspective on Promoting andAssessing Resident
Competence,presentedbyL.Faulknerat theABPNCrucial
Issues Forum on Resident Competence, May 2015.

June

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists andNeurologists, presented by J. Cheong, Oklahoma
Psychiatric Physicians Association Meeting, June 2015.

July

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists and Neurologists, presented by C. Santos, Texas
Society of Child and Adolescent Psychiatrists, July 2015.

September

Certification and MOC, presented by J. Anzia for Senior
Resident Professional Development at Northwestern Uni-
versity, September 2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists and Neurologists, presented by L. Faulkner, Ameri-
can Neurology Association Annual Meeting, September
2015.

The ABPNMOCProgram: Lifelong Learning for Psychiatrists
andNeurologists,presentedbyR.Hargrave,U.S.Psychiatric
and Mental Health Congress 2015, September 2015.

October

The ABPN MOC Program, presented by J. Anzia to North-
western University Faculty DevelopmentMeeting, October
2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychi-
atrists and Neurologists, presented by S. Lewis, Amer-
ican Academy of Neurology Fall Conference, October
2015.

The ABPN MOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychia-
trists andNeurologists, presented by L. Faulkner, Institute
on Psychiatric Services, October 2015.

The ABPNMOC Program: Lifelong Learning for Psychiatrists
and Neurologists, presented by L. Faulkner, American
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Annual
Meeting, October 2015.

ABPN Participation in American Board of Medical
Specialties Committees and Interest Groups
The ABPN continues its active involvement in the ABMS.
The following ABPN directors, emeritus directors and staff
served on committees and task forces:

LaurieGutmann,M.D.: Subcommittee forMOC for physician-
scientists

KerryH.Levin,M.D.: Committee onContinuingCertification
Victor I. Reus, M.D.: Board of Directors for the Accreditation

Council for Continuing Medical Education
Barbara S. Schneidman, M.D., M.P.H.: Board of Directors

ABPN Staff:
Karen Back: MeetNet
Patricia Janda: ProNet
Catherine Szmurlo: ComNet
Patricia Vondrak: MOCNet
Paul Whittington: ComNet and TechNet

Professional Society Meeting Participation
ABPN staff values the importance of attending meetings
of our professional society partners and participating with
display tables or booths, in order to meet with and answer
questions fromour candidates anddiplomates. The following
organizations were included in the 2015 schedule:

• Academy of Psychosomatic Medicine
• American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry
• American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
• American Academy of Neurology
• American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law
• American Association of Directors of Psychiatric Resi-
dency Training

• American Association for Geriatric Psychiatry
• American Association of Neuromuscular and Electro-
diagnostic Medicine

• American Clinical Neurophysiology Society
• American Epilepsy Society
• American Psychiatric Association
• Child Neurology Society
• Nevada Psychiatric Association

OUR MISSION

The mission of the ABPN is to develop and provide valid and
reliable procedures for certification and maintenance of
certification in psychiatry and neurology by:

• Developing the best testing methods to evaluate candidate
and diplomate competencies;

• Applying the best technologies and information available
to collect and analyze pertinent data;

• Communicating and collaborating effectively with training
programs, residents, candidates, diplomates, professional
and health care organizations, and the public; and

• Operating programs and services effectively and efficiently.

STATEMENT ON PROFESSIONALISM

Professionalism forms the basis of medicine’s contract with
society. The ABPN is concerned with those aspects of pro-
fessionalism that are demonstrated through: a physician’s
clinical competence, commitment to lifelong learning and
professional improvement, interpersonal skills, and ethical
understanding and behavior. In its credentialing, certification,
and MOC programs, the ABPN seeks to assess and document
that its candidates and diplomates possess andmaintain these
essential aspects of professionalism.

(See the online data supplement accompanying this report for
a list of names of individuals receiving certification and MOC.)
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