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not supported by the evidence. The authors acknowledged
that evidence for a relationship between cataracts and spe-
cific antipsychotics is, unlike every other issue addressed, in-
sufficient for them to assess the quality of the evidence. They
acknowledge that only beagles—and not other species, in-
cluding primates—had an increased risk of cataracts when
they received four times the maximum recommended human
dose of quetiapine. The United Kingdom epidemiological
study that they cited (1) showed no increase in cataracts
among a large population treated with antipsychotics, and
they cited another naturalistic survey (2) in the United States
that reported only 34 lens opacities in 620,000 patient expo-
sures to quetiapine. Given the prevalence—at least 15%—of
age-related cataracts in the adult population (3, 4), that study
would suggest, if anything, a protective effect of quetiapine.

Although it would certainly be a good practice for psy-
chiatrists to inquire about visual changes in this often-under-
served population, requiring at least annual slit-lamp ex-
aminations seems ill founded. My informal survey of three
sources (university clinic, private ophthalmologist, private
optometrist) revealed costs ranging from $110 to $195 for an
initial assessment, far more than the authors’ estimate of $23
for an examination. And what is one to do when a lens opacity
is found in a patient who may already, by virtue of diabetes,
hypertension, nutrition, or age, be at a higher risk for cata-
racts? If the patient is otherwise responding well to a particu-
lar atypical antipsychotic medication, it would seem risky to
change it. Despite the authors’ disclaimer that their recom-
mendations should not “subject [providers] to legal conse-
quences,” it is likely that enterprising attorneys will indeed
seize upon the opportunity to sue psychiatrists for failure to
have ensured one or two slit-lamp examinations per year in a
schizophrenic patient who develops a cataract. Why make
such a recommendation when the evidence for it is, as the au-
thors acknowledge, absent?
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Dr. Marder and Colleagues Reply

TO THE EDITOR: Drs. Foulds and Williams make a valid point re-
garding our article: smoking makes a substantial contribution
to the morbidity and mortality of individuals with schizo-
phrenia. Although we decided at the onset of our consensus
meeting that we would not include discussion of all of the fac-
tors that should be monitored in patients with schizophrenia,
we agree with the writers that psychiatrists should inquire

about smoking routinely. If patients are smokers, clinicians
should review the health hazards associated with smoking
and the available approaches for promoting smoking cessa-
tion. Whenever feasible, clinicians should engage in attempts
to motivate patients to give up smoking, and they should refer
them to a specialized smoking cessation program.

The letter from Dr. Steele provides an opportunity for us to
underline the importance of mental health providers ensur-
ing that their patients with schizophrenia receive adequate
eye care. The recommendation for annual eye examinations
for patients over 40 is a standard of care for all individuals
rather than a special requirement for individuals with schizo-
phrenia. The participants at the consensus meeting also rec-
ommended that psychiatrists inquire about the quality of vi-
sion on an annual basis and that they inquire specifically
about changes in vision, the quality of distance vision, and
the presence of blurry vision. Changes in vision should lead to
a referral to an optometrist or an ophthalmologist. The addi-
tional requirement for slit-lamp examinations at 6-month in-
tervals for patients receiving quetiapine is included in its
package insert. As noted in the article, the meeting partici-
pants agreed that clinicians should follow the recommenda-
tions on the quetiapine package insert until there is more de-
finitive evidence regarding the risk of cataracts. Because
patients with schizophrenia often have risk factors for lens
opacities, such as diabetes, hypertension, and poor nutrition,
clinicians should inquire about visual changes and ensure
that guidelines for visual monitoring are followed, indepen-
dent of the antipsychotic prescribed. The article also noted
that the level of evidence for an association of cataracts with
specific antipsychotics could not be graded. As in several
other areas, we hope that more definitive information will
become available, resulting in updates to package inserts,
whether those updates are more restrictive or more permissive.
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Alexithymia, Personality, and Psychopathology

TO THE EDITOR: We read with great interest the recent article by
Hans Joergen Grabe, M.D., and colleagues (1) concerning
alexithymic features as predictive factors of psychopathology
in psychiatric patients. The article suggested the relevance of
improving emotional awareness as a major issue of therapeu-
tic interventions in patients with mental disorders. However,
some methodological concerns should moderate the inter-
pretation of these findings. Dr. Grabe and colleagues used a
linear regression technique to calculate the relative magni-
tude of the prediction of psychopathology of several indepen-
dent variables, such as Toronto Alexithymia Scale factors,
Temperament and Character Inventory dimensions, age, and
gender. However, they did not integrate in their analysis a di-
mensional assessment of depression. Now we know from sev-
eral studies that alexithymia and depression, although not to-
tally overlapping, are strongly associated, with depression
acting as a strong mediator between alexithymic features and
psychopathology (2). This is especially true for the difficulties
identifying feelings subscale of the Toronto Alexithymia Scale,


