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strong and almost exclusive affinity to dopamine receptors
while behaving clinically like an atypical antipsychotic. The
authors posit that amisulpride, which is widely used in Eu-
rope but unavailable in North America, could offer some ad-
vantage in the treatment of negative symptoms in mainte-
nance therapy. Furthermore, an inspiring reflection about a
probable genetic mechanism of risk for schizophrenia, in-
volving variations in the COMT gene, is put forward by Wein-
berger in chapter 7.

The dopamine hypothesis may also offer an understanding
of clinical phenomena, as outlined by Kapur and, albeit in a
wider frame, Spitzer. The dopamine system plays a central
role in the attribution of salience, a psychological mechanism
by which the brain filters and labels important information.
Chapter authors stress the idea that dopamine dysfunction,
for this reason, could constitute a primary mechanism for the
elaboration of delusions and delusional perceptions, elo-

quently bridging the apparent gap between neuroscience and
psychology. Stahl provides an inspiring conclusion that re-
views the unmet needs in the treatment of schizophrenia.

Overall, this is a very instructive piece of work, successfully
depicting the current state of knowledge regarding the dopa-
mine hypothesis and opening avenues of research and reflec-
tion. Exhaustiveness has been preferred to uniformity, mak-
ing it a heterogeneous work. However, one could argue that it
is representative of our relative ignorance on the matter,
where there is ample space for controversy and generation of
new hypotheses eliciting original and diversified angles of ap-
proach. Although some chapters may seem at first glance te-
dious to the neophyte, this book is undoubtedly a must-read
for clinicians and researchers alike who want to better their
knowledge of dopamine’s role in schizophrenia.
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Correction

In the article “Impairment of Executive Function But Not Memory in First-Degree Relatives of Patients With
Bipolar I Disorder and in Euthymic Patients With Unipolar Depression” (Am J Psychiatry 2005; 162:1980–
1982), the name of the second author should be listed as Antonina Scarná, Ph.D.


